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public view of Mm as a great moralist in politics
was, in spite of his repudiation of the distinction,
on the whole sound. In a Ministry he was like
Hamlet fallen among a conventicle of all the sons
of Polonius, and like Hamlet he stood apart from
his colleagues, brooding, solitary, scrupulous and
passionate, flashing out the most disconcerting
and often the most tragic of truths. The Prince
of Denmark was not more discomposing, nor was
Cato more august.